
 

 

Update: Mission Hong Kong Matthew 28:19 

“It is high time to make known the 
glad tidings in these dark regions 

of sin and spiritual bondage.” 

–Samuel Mardsen 

I want to thank all of those who support me, whether it be 
through finances, spiritually, skyping/facetiming me, 

messaging me, e-mailing me, sending me updates, or even 
thinking about visiting me ;), thank you! Sorry I don’t get 

back to you quickly, sometimes I forget. It’s been an 
interesting past two months of making new friends, trying to 

keep old ones, developing a new foundation for “Book” 
Knowledge, getting a routine, working with the “community 
of believers” here, and seeking out Father’s plans for this city 

and for the life He’s given me. Please bear with me, as I 
present you with the awkwardness that is me, in this photo 
journey in Hong Kong, and hopefully tell a story that leads 
you a little bit closer to Father and the wonderful things He 
has not just for me, this city, but for you and your place in 

His kingdom. 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 

change like shifting shadows. -James 

The children here in Hong Kong, seem to always want to send 
you to all the “touristy” places, so we decided to go to Ocean 
Park, spent the day there just hanging out and what resulted 
from this, was an array of silly photos, of which, this one 

deserved purchase. I sense a team tradition blooming ;) 

Prayer Requests 

Language: 
Portuguese 

and 
Cantonese. 

Health 

Relationships 

Serving 

That God would allow 
me to be intentional 

about my learning and 
use of both these 

languages. 

That I would be able to 
function adequately here, 

regardless of food 
allergies. 

That there would be 
open doors to building 

friendships with those I 
encounter daily. 

That people would see 
beyond me, to who really 

matters, Jesus. 

Mily Vela 
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Awkward Turtle: Living In New Waters. 
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There’s something about living 
overseas and doing cross-
cultural interactions, as 
someone who is third culture. 
It’s different, it’s challenging, 
it’s easy, it’s lonely. I have not 
come here to change a people’s 
heritage, or strip them of the 
gifts Father’s given them, I am 
here, to show His love, and 
have HIM redeem those aspects 
of who He has made them to 
be. So what does that look like 
practically? I am making myself 
available as a resource, as 
someone who encourages, and 
someone who supports. I may 
be gone in 1 year or 10 years, I 
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don’t know, but the truth of who 
Father is and what He is doing, 
will still remain, and that’s where 
being and making disciplines 
comes in. I’m not good at it, and 
I’m definitely still in the process of 
seeing where and how to be useful. 
I have been thrust into youth 
group, Sunday school, and a 
young adults fellowship, it’s nice 
to have structure, but it doesn’t 
make it any easier to transition 
from being a believer to being a 
disciple, I would know, it took me 
years and a lot of discipleship, 
ironic, eh? It isn’t the “traditional” 
Sunday morning experience, but it 
is the “traditional” Jesus guided 
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life. So in a nut-shell, it’s come 
down to, asking Father to give 
me situations to be real with 
people about myself and my 
Faith, and building them up to 
continue the good works Father’s 
given them to do, in a way that 
leads others to Christ and to 
being His disciples. I believe the 
places where I’ve been placed 
already have good leaders, who 
just need to be discovered, and 
then those who are already doing 
an amazing job of letting Father 
lead and just need 
encouragement and further 
discipleship.  
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Libby is probably the most 

energetic, loving, gifted, 
passionate, and selfless 

youth leader I have ever 
met. She is adored by all 
the youth, and anyone who 

meets her. I’ve had the 
pleasure of getting to work 
alongside her and a 

“Shepherd” with one of the 
community of believers 
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here.  I know that Father has 

wonderful plans for her and 
will use her immensely. 

Although it seems I get asked 
to contribute a lot, I don’t 
think anything would ever 

get done with the teens if it 
wasn’t for all the time, effort, 
and dedication she gives.  I 

ask that you ask Father to 
continue to guide her and 
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those who of us 

who are blessed to 
work with her. 

That Father 
would bring 
fullness to her life 

and use her to 
continue to bring 
the good news to 

those who she 
encounters.  

Youth Leaders: The Best One I’ve Ever Met 
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The Small Things 
Matter. 

I spent a portion of my childhood in 
Guatemala, and like in many poor nations, 

there seems to be a pull for westerners to 
come and spread the good news. I remember 

a family of M’s being in the community of 
believers back home, and it mattered to me, 

and sometimes a loving presence is enough to 
impact a life. 

I’m only wanted because I’m a foreigner and 
speak English.  It matters to the Lutheran 
schools I’m working for, it matters to the 

Sunday school, it matters to the youth groups. 
It basically matters to everyone around me. I 
have come to understand that I’m not only 
investing in the education of these kids, but 
I’m investing in them spiritually as I get to 
know them and their families, and begin to 
plant, nurture, and sow seeds. It matters. 

University students in Hong Kong are twice 
as likely to believe in Jesus than the rest of the 

population here, and I know that this is 
because Father is investing in generations of 

people’s. 

I also have the opportunity to share the 
good news every Thursday with the 

school children. I ask that you would 
pray for good soil, and a good seed to 

be planted by Father.   



 

 

 

 

lorem ipsum dolor 

Food Misadventures 

I tend to have a lot of inadequate 
moments with food. This is 

probably my favorite thing to eat for 
dinner, but it seems like whenever I 
try to order, there’s always someone 

who decides it’s a good idea to 
bump into me and then I proceed to 

burn myself. 

I am supported by the church, both 
in America and in Hong Kong. 

If you would like to donate electronically follow the 
link on my blog 

http://milyvela.wordpress.com/want-to-support-me/ 

Or 

Make Checks out to: Beautiful Savior Lutheran 

Memo: Mily Vela 

Address: 

Mily Vela 

C/O Beautiful Saviour Church 

7706 2 96th Street 

La Vista, Nebraska 68128 

Current Address 
 
Mily Vela 
C/O Sharon Lutheran School 
18 Cherry Street 
Tai Kok Tsui Kowloon 
Hong Kong 
 

I am super encouraged by all the love I 
receive daily from Father through you 

guys. One of my favorite things to 
receive is letters :]! If you wish to send 
anything to me personally here is my 

address! 


